IF YOU LOSE YOUR DOG 


      
   (by Shirley Budgen 2007)
(all links and details correct as at January 2007)

DESCRIPTION:  
Firstly make sure you have a really good description of your dog (gender; entire/neutered; age; size; weight; colour; scars; height; etc.).   General colour, size or being breed specific may not help to find your dog.  Local people may not know what a ‘brindle staffie’ or whatever your dog is, be basic in your description.   Break down the description as much as possible.   Examples:   

Colour – give ‘official’ colour (ie red merle), but then break it down (ie ginger, red, white mottled), try to say where main blocks of colour are, is muzzle greying with age?? 

Ears – are they both pricked, or is one up one down?

Teeth – does your dog have all its teeth, are any broken?
Mouth – are there any different colours in the actual mouth?

Eyes – what colour (are they both same colour)?

Tail – Is it docked, short haired or long haired – any ‘kinks’ in run of tail – any colour changes in tail – how does dog normally carry the tail (curled over back, low, between legs etc)?

Body – List lumps and bumps, scars (where and how long)?

Feet – any different colours (even to toe nails)?

Temperament – is your dog normally friendly and approachable (unfortunately with the stress of being lost this may change)?

Obedience levels – is your dog likely to respond to any particular command – if so what is that command (exactly how you would say it)?

ID – what type & colour of collar does dog have and do they have ID?

Microchipped or Tattoed – State if dog has either of these.

PHOTO’S:  If you can make sure that you take photographs of your dog for identification purposes (ie: not just for a pretty picture).   Take photo’s from front, both sides, rear, even take close up pictures of detailed markings and if any distinguishing features try to take clear photos of them.   

FEEL:   Search your dog for any lumps, bumps, scars and note them carefully.

POSTER:

Try to make up an A4 and A5 poster with clear colour photos, description of dog, area missing from and your contact numbers on it.   A4 is for pinning up distribution to vets, shops, etc, A5 is easier for handing out.    If you are able, at the base of the A4 poster, put several small ‘tassles’ on the end with your contact number on it, so people can tear off your number and take it with them.   Consider putting the words ‘REWARD’ on the poster.
Put posters in windows of your car and any friends cars that will do so.
Put A4 posters up anywhere you can – neighbours, lamp posts, parks, footpaths, dog bins, local shops, post offices, petrol stations, pubs, supermarkets, football fields, pet shops, schools, car boot sales (maybe poster parked cars)
GET POSTERS OUT TO THE FOLLOWING GROUPS:

Search on internet for local groups (ie put in ‘schools’ & post code or town or county name) or look in yellow pages.

Ask them to put up POSTER (or give them enough for all their members and ask them to hand out).

Vets, Shops (including all Take Away Food shops), Newsagents, Petrol Stations, Train Stations, Scouts, Boy & Girls Brigade, Territorial Army groups, Pet Shops, Local Hunt Kennels, Boarding Kennels, Dog Grooming Parlours,  Salvation Army, Ramble Groups, Pubs, Post Offices, Local Ring Craft Clubs (dog showing), Local Obedience Clubs, Agility Clubs, Taxi Firms, Haulage Firms, Milkmen, Postmen (ask them to take copies to sorting office), Refuge Collectors, Street cleaners, Cafes, Supermarkets, Car Boot Sales, Youth Clubs and Schools : email the poster to the schools asking them if they'd be kind enough to ask their early morning/evening cleaners and caretakers to look out for the dog.  This is as well as putting posters up outside the schools for the mums & kids to see.    
CHECK:

Try to contact all local neighbours with swimming pools, it is a very sad fact that lots of missing dogs are found in neighbouring pools, having drowned as they could not get out after falling in.

CONTACT:

DOG WARDEN:  

http://www.luton.gov.uk/internet/Environment/Animal_welfare/Dog_warden_schemes/DogWarden.html

Ring Dog Warden DAILY for any news.   Describe your dog as above as best possible.   Not all dog wardens are actually dog breed experts, explain fully what your breed, dog looks like.   Show photographs.

POLICE: 
http://www.police.uk/forces/forceslist.asp
Ring the police DAILY asking for any news.

Please ensure you get a reference number when reporting your lost dog to the police because your insurance company may require one. Keep this safe for future reference.
Keep a note of the date & TIME you reported the loss to the Police and the number, if not the name, of the officer you spoke to (on uniform shoulder).  Please be aware that each police station doesn't necessarily communicate with other stations, or that different shifts don't communicate.  So it is recommended to check all Police Stations within a certain radius, and to ring at different times of the day or night.
INTERNET LOST DOG SITES:

Register your dog on these sites, email them poster and they will put your dog on the site for you, most are free, but there are some that you may have to pay for.   Doglost are excellent and have a facility to get you in touch with possible helpers in your area (who can provide local knowledge), they have a message system which keeps the searchers up to date and also provide a poster of your lost dog.    
Keep checking these sites daily for any found dogs or messages about your dog.
Doglost


www.doglost.co.uk

01302 743361

Petsearch

www.petsearchuk.org.uk/
Email:  petsearch.steele@ukonline.co.uk
Pets Lost & Found
www.petslostfound.co.uk
Missing Pets 

www.missingpetsbureau.com
Lost Your Pet

www.lostyourpet.net
RESCUE CENTRES:

www.dogpages.org.uk/links.htm
www.animalrescuers.co.uk/html/dogs.html
Search on internet for local groups (ie put in ‘Dog Rescue Centre’ & post code or town or county name) or look in yellow pages.   Get posters to them as quickly as possible, by email or fax.   Remember some centres put dogs up for rehoming within 7 days of receiving them.  PHONE DAILY.

Other Rescue links:

www.doglost.co.uk/section-links.asp?ID=1
http://www.dogsblog.com/

VETS:

http://www.vetlist.co.uk/
http://www.rcvs.org.uk/Templates/system/FAVSearch.asp?NodeID=89660

Also look in your local yellow pages

Ask the Vet to put POSTER on the Board in the Waiting Room and also ask them to post copies out with current invoices and booster reminders (offer to supply poster copies?).
HIGHWAYS (Roads):

www.highways.gov.uk
www.moto-way.com
Contact local road clearers DAILY  (your council should give you the contact number, or search internet)
INTERNET FREE AD PAPERS:
Do a search for any free AD papers in the area (and on the edge of the area), put your ad in, some even allow pictures in them.

ADVERTISE IN LOCAL PAPERS: 
http://www.abyznewslinks.com/ukingse.htm

If you can get cheap photocopying of your posters done, then pay local freebie papers to put a copy of the poster in with their paper.  Pay for an advert to go in (sometimes better than a free story as they can be made very silly depending on the reporter).  Go to local newspaper delivery shops and ask if paperboys would deliver posters with the papers (you will need to supply posters).
Also pay to advertise in Parish Magazines, they are relatively cheap, also try Farmers Weekly magazine.  

LOCAL RADIO STATION 
http://www.radiofeeds.co.uk/
Radio stations are not that good at putting lost dog stories out.   But always worth a try.
LOCAL COUNCIL:

http://www.oultwood.com/localgov/countries/england.php
RAILWAYS:

Network Rail:  0845 114141  (phone regularly) 

SEARCHING:
If dog is lost during a walk.     Back track over the same walk as many times as you can manage.   Try to do this most days.   Your dog may stay near this track.   Walk the distance with food bowl (and food!)  … banging it & shaking it if complete food is fed.  
If it is a normal walk, camp out in the car park or area where your dog is first let off the lead.  
If you have other dogs OR you know friends dogs that missing dog is friendly with take them along the missing route, get them to bark and play.   You may find this will ‘flush out’ your dog. 

If you are unable to stay for long at the walk start / finish area (or area where dog has been sighted)  then try:

1. Put down a small bit of the dogs bed (AND a bit of your clothing) near to the start / finish area, peg this safely in a quiet, protected and safe area.   Replace material after one week, put food with the item.
2. Yukky but effective:  The owners urine should be collected & sprinkled in the areas where the dog has been sighted (again not where the dog will be in danger nor in too many places or the dog will become confused), this should attract the dog to keep returning to that area.
3. Revisit these places several times in the day AND NIGHT.   Your dog may settle with something she is familiar with and you may find them.

If you get a phone call about a sighting, make sure you take EXACT details from the caller, also note time and date dog was seen, get callers number in case you need more detail when you get to the venue.   Get over there as quickly as possible.   Dogs can sometimes travel within a triangular circuit, so any sightings need to be plotted on a map carefully to see if any route becomes apparent.   Again peg out a piece of material familiar to your dog.   However, do not do too many of these ‘peg outs’ it could confuse your dog.
Be prepared for hoax callers and also well meaning people who identify the wrong dog.

If you are getting up a search party, plan ahead.  
· Get copies of area maps.  
· Mark out grids on maps and allocate each grid to a team. 
· Remember to tell all searchers a word that your dog might respond to – tell them the exact way you would say that word (or words) (ie  Hello Bess, or Bess lie down or Bess sit, come etc)  
· Ensure all mobile numbers are swapped and give all searchers a central number to contact if they sight the dog.  Keep this number as free as possible, so hopefully only calls on this number will be dog sightings.
APPROACHING NERVOUS/WORRIED DOGS:

Advice from a dog training and behaviorist with 40 years experience:   If you see the nervous dog, DON'T MAKE EYE CONTACT, lower yours eyes asap, recite a nursery rhyme or song to your self, so the dog won't be able to read what your thinking, ie trying the catch it. .DON'T walk towards the dog, but turn your back and walk slowly away from the dog, with hands to your side, calling softly as you walk away,  DONT be tempted to look behind you as you will spook the dog by making eye contact or face to face contact, when you have walked a min of 15 steps, tap your leg LIGHTLY with the flat of your palm, not LOUDLY! as IF YOU ARE ENCOURAGING THE DOG TO COME TO YOU.  Don't turn to look, and don't verbalize loudly, almost at a whisper.  Then sit down still with your back to the dog, palms up, so the dog can see you don't have anything to hide and WAIT ...  if you have any food with you, by all means place it to your left or right around arms length from you.  If the dog does come to you, DON'T MAKE A GRAB FOR IT.   Just sit there quietly with the dog, you can try patting the floor gently, but its best just to sit, even if the dog comes up, eats the food, eyes you up and down and maybe comes closer to sniff you,  DONT MAKE EYE CONTACT, keep your head down.  Make a visual check of the dog, let the dog walk away if they want.  Make a note of the time, and the position you are at.  The dog will very probably return the following day at the same time, though you may not see them at first because they will want to check the area out to ensure the "MEET" is safe.  Do the same again, re the food, you could even try laying some in your palm upright hand, to allow the dog to take it, and again leave if the dog wishes.  The dog must gain their trust of humans again, after all they have been chasing them around for days, shouting at the dog, and it mistrusts them because of that, because they are frightened of them,  every time the dog see's one, they chase the dog or shout at the dog and run after it!  Even other dogs chase after the frightened dog now, so who can the dogs trust?   If the dog appears whilst searching and you cannot get it, either:   come back at the next dawn or dusk to the same place and start up a BBQ (cook nice smelly meat/fish).   Again sit around the BBQ and WAIT .. behave as above.   Sit and sign, talk, laugh, above all never go to grab or turn and face the dog until it is ready to join your group confidently.   Do the BBQ routine twice at day .. get up early and do one in the dark .. patience will win.
You may be VERY lucky and the dog has had enough, and can read you enough to know you only have its best interests at heart, and will come and lie down with you, for some TLC and a rest  .Don't grab at the dog though!  Let the dog make its own decision.  Get up slowly, and without looking down at the dog, or looking behind, gently walk back to your home/car etc.  The dog may well now follow you easily and happily, even trusting you enough to have a slip lead put over the neck, but it would be better you opened your door and allowed the dog to enter first, be it a car or house door.  Failing that, in a car, you open the back door drivers side, and then you get in at the front drivers side, this way you can shut the rear door without getting out of the car, and spooking the dog again.  The dog will not feel threatened because you are already in the car and out of “harms way" and maybe will get in the car behind you.  PLEASE don't chase the dog,  This method does work, but it takes time and patience, once took us 4 weeks of daily visits to get the trust, of a dog who's been running wild since a car accident, took his "Dad" away, and a fireman grabbed him and caught his bruised leg.  Then people spent weeks chasing him and shouting at him, trying to encourage him, thinking they were helping - the dog just took all of that as the wrong message, he thought he'd done wrong, so no-way was he going to approach ANY human because he remembered the pain, the shouting and the chasing.   Learn to THINK DOG and how they perceive our human actions.
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